
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:00, 9:25 , and 11:00 AM  in 

the sanctuary 

Awakening at 10:30 AM in the 

Soul Garage 

 February 4—Monday Night 
Prayer at 6:30 PM at 
Maranatha.  

 February 8—Friday, MOPS meet 
in the Fellowship Hall “Healthy 
Living & Nutrition” w/ Jenny 
Wegner from 9-11 AM.  

 February 8—Location to be 
determined for Garage Game 
Night  from 7-10 PM.  

 February 12— Tuesday, 
Building/Facility Team meet at 
6:00 PM at Maranatha. 

 February 14—Thursday, Happy 
Valentine’s Day! 

 February 21—Thursday, “The 
Essentials” Kick-off at 
Maranatha at 6:30 PM. Please 
RSVP to attend. 

 February 22—Friday, MOPS Play 
Day in the Ministry Center at 
9:00 AM.  

 February 23—Saturday, Youth 
Ski Trip to Christie Mtn. Check 
with Pastor Tony to RSVP and 
for details. 

 February 27/28 —Wednesday 
and Thursday, Women’s Beth 
Moore’s Study “James—Mercy 
Triumphs” begins at 10 AM 
Wednesday morning, 11 AM 
Thursday morning with 
childcare available for Thursday 
session. Contact Mary Holmes 
715-418-9761. 
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What are The Essentials? 
 

Essentials is a prerequisite to the 

membership class, however Essentials is 

open to everyone, member or non-

member.  If you consider Maranatha to be 

your church home, you will want to 

seriously consider attending “Essentials.” 

 

Beginning Thursday, February 21, this small group will meet every 

Thursday night February 21– April 25 (10 weeks) from 6:30-8:30 PM 

at Maranatha.  Essentials will help you answer questions such as: 

What do we believe? 

Why do we do church the way we do? 

How do we grow as Christ followers? 

 

The Essentials is the perfect pathway to becoming a member of 

Maranatha in the future. It will give you a taste of what a small group 

is all about, develop new friendships, dig deeper into God’s Word, 

and learn more about our church.  

 

Be sure to sign up right away as space is limited.  You can sign up by 

emailing Pastor Dan at dan@maranathafree.com, or Pastor Paul at 

paul@maranathafree.com, respond by checking the box on the Blue 

Sheet, or call the church office at 715-234-8313.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pictures 
courtesy of 
Tony Nord 

and Stacey 
Wenzel.  





Refuseniks and Freedom 
By Lawrence D. Anderson 

 A dissident movement arose in the Soviet Union governed by Leonid Brezhnev during the 1970s.  The 
dissidents were the “refuseniks”, Jewish people who were denied exit visas, often under invalid pretenses such as national security.  Natan 
Sharansky was one of the leaders.  He was arrested in 1977 and imprisoned under a thirteen-year sentence in the Soviet Gulag in 1978.  
Sharansky became the first political prisoner released in the Soviet Union under Mikhail Gorbachev following relentless political pressure 
from the West led by President Ronald Reagan. He emigrated to Israel and later served in the Knesset and held leadership positions during 
the administrations of Prime Ministers Sharon and Netanyahu.  Sharansky’s prison memoirs are Fear No Evil, 1988.  
 Jamie Glazov, the son of dissident Yuri Glazov, interviewed Sharansky for FrontPageMagazine.com in 2004 regarding his second 
book, The Case for Democracy:  The Power of Freedom to Overcome Tyranny and Terror, 2004.  He recounted a joke he told at Brezhnev’s 
expense under interrogation by KGB interrogators to their considerable discomfort.  He said: “I told these jokes . . . to remind myself who is 

really free and who is really in a prison—the interrogator who cannot even laugh when he wants to or you, who 
is free to think what you want, say what you want and laugh when you want.”  
 Sharansky understood that freedom is a spiritual matter.  It overcomes tyranny, terror and the political 
imprisonment.  It is gift from God that stands above all human circumstances. “It is for freedom that Christ has 
set us free” (Galatians 5:1, NIV).  Christian freedom sets us free to serve Christ, the true King, regardless of the 
circumstances of family and friends, cultures or governments, race, economics or any other presumed restraint.   
 Certain Biblical teachings stand as pillars upon which Christian freedom in the individual believer and in 
his society rests.  The last five Messenger “Looking through God’s Window to the World” articles each presented 
one of these pillars as a window into the world as it is seen by our Lord.      
 “The Amazing Story of Steven Thorpe” (June 2012 Messenger) is the story of a young man who suffered 
a near fatal injury in a traffic accident.  He would have lost his life if one doctor, a private practice physician who 
was not a part of the national healthcare system, had not rejected cultural conventional wisdom to fight for his 
life.  Spiritual freedom releases us from the constraints of cultural norms to see the world through the eyes of 

God.  It frees us to discover the truth and reject the lies that enslave us to “groupthink”. Freedom rests upon God who cannot lie and who 
is the source of all truth rather than upon public opinion which is often in rebellion against God (Titus 1:2). 
 “The Committee of Five” (July 2012 Messenger) is the story of the five men who drafted the Declaration of Independence by the 
providence of God.  They pledged their lives, fortunes and sacred honor with “firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence”.  
Spiritual freedom requires us to remember the past, specifically, the providential acts of God in both our culture and our own personal 
lives.  Isaiah 46:9-10 tells us to “remember the former things” God has revealed.  Forgetting God’s providence leaves us with no 
foundation for faith in Him in the present as we lose the context upon which present words and events can be assessed.  Godly men in the 
Committee of Five formed our nation in response to God’s providence.  They were not ungodly Deists who believed that God did not act 
providentially in the lives of those who trust Him. .   
 “The Free African Society” (October 2012 Messenger) is a story of the mutual respect for 
humanity of Dr. Benjamin Rush, signer of the Declaration of Independence, and the Society 
established by two black pastors.  The men labored together to care for all Philadelphians who 
were afflicted with yellow fever during the epidemic in 1793.  Spiritual freedom enables us to act 
as imitators of God and live a life of love for all humans (Ephesians 5:1-2). Lacking spiritual 
freedom, we become enslaved to a favoritism in which one person or group is respected over 
another and all people become subject to a myriad of potential oppressions. 
 “Laying and Preserving Firm Foundations” (November 2012 Messenger) summarized a 
message preached by Matthias Burnet in 1803.  The pastors and people of our founding era 
understood that freedom required the self-control of God’s people. Righteousness and right living 
requires no laws according to Scripture and makes us a friend of the king (Romans 13:3; Proverbs 
22:11). Burnet’s theme is that freedom rests on the pillar of a godly, self-disciplined people who are living to glorify their God.  
 “The Government on His Shoulders” (December 2012 Messenger) tells the story of a Christian family who is serving our King 
through protecting and serving others.  This family imitates God by loving suffering, defenseless children who are otherwise without hope. 
This is the gospel of the Kingdom that Christ came to proclaim (Isaiah 9:6-7; 61:1-2; Luke 4:18-19). In the same way, all believers, 
following in our Savior’s steps, fulfill these Scriptures “in [our] hearing” (Luke 4:21). Spiritual freedom rests upon the pillar of looking after 
the interests of others, just as Christ our King looked after ours (Philippians 2:4-5). The cultural threat in a society which fails to protect 
and serve others was noted by Martin Niemöller, a German pastor who resisted the Nazis under Adolf Hitler, when he said: “First they 
came for the Socialists . . . then . . . the Trade Unionists . . . then . . . the Jews, and I did not speak out. . . .  Then they came for me—and 
there was no one left to speak for me.”  



With a variety of talents, children 

and parents were entertained at 

AWANA’s Got Talent Night on 

January 16th in the sanctuary.  

Pastor Tony has talent…go, Tony , 

GO! 

Pictures courtesy of Michelle 

Wilson and Pastor Tony. 

Please include these people in your prayers: 

Don Frolik, Phyllis Buck, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene 
Strohmeyer, Ray Caldwell, Gwenette Werth, Doris 
Workman, John Clement, Don Murley, Pat Swanson, 
Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Paul Green’s step-
brother Tom, Bob Lindner’s sister Linda Schatz, Esther 
Swan’s brother David and sisters Freida and Barbara,  
Patti Aune’s sister Betty, Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene 
Vaughn,   Fran Reich’s children, Lillian Bjugstad’s son 
Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s children, Larry Hawley’s sisters, 
Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, Harold & Marilyn 
Edward’s son Steve, Jane Gudim’s mother Dorothy, Sandy 
Hodge’s sister Jo, McClain’s daughter-in-law Sandy,  Leah 
Margan’s niece Leanna, Richard Robinson’s grandmother 
Betty, Mary Benson’s sister Darlene, Leslie Jaastad’s son 
Dan, Mike Green’s friend Dave, Leslie Jaastad’s son Dan, 
Rick & Laura Hill’s brother-in-law Rick, Carolyn 
Swanberg’s son Brent, Mary Graese’s sister Corinne, 
Fossum’s friend Gene, Dean Valentin’s cousin Tim,  and 
Mary Potter’s friend Steve.  

“But God has 
surely 
listened and 

heard my voice in 
prayer.  Praise be to 
God, who has not 
rejected my prayer 
or withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Residents of Nursing Care: Thomas Landing: 
Ruth Fredrickson-Olson,  Knaphaven (Chetek):  Lois 
Carlson. 

Serving in the military:   Steve Blihovde’s son 
Grant is serving in Afghanistan.  

Praises:  Our youth enjoyed a great time at Forest 
Lakes District Youth Conference in Green Bay.  A 
few life-changing decisions were made at this event. 
May God bless each one. 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

AWANA’s Got Talent! 



 
 

 
Our church Is powered by prayer—Please join us Monday, February 4th at 6:30 PM for Monday Night Prayer at Maranatha.  If you 
are unable to attend but have a special request, please contact the church office at 715-234-8313. 
 

MOPS “Healthy Living & Nutrition” will meet on Friday, February 8th at 9:00 AM at Maranatha.  All mother of preschoolers are invited 
to join us.  For further information please visit our website wws.maranathafree.com, click on “Ministries” and check the MOPS link.   
 

The Essentials—If you consider Maranatha to be your church home and would like to become a member, or join in discussion 
regarding what we believe, why we do church the way we do, and other topics, please join us beginning Thursday, February 21st at 
6:30 PM in the Soul Garage. Space for this is limited, so Please RSVP by contacting: dan@maranathafree.com. , 
Paul@maranathafree.com, sign up on the Blue Sheet, or call the church office at 715-234-8313. 
 

MOPS Play day—Friday, February 22nd, at 9:00 AM in the Ministry Center.  MOPS mothers and children are invited to attend. 
 
Women! Beth Moore Bible Study begins February 27/28. Yes, duplicate morning sessions, Wednesday 10-12 and Thursday 9-11 AM. It's an  

8-week study "Mercy Triumphs," on the book of James. Childcare available on Thursday mornings. Sign up on the information desk, 
or call Mary Holmes at 715-418-9761. Study books are $16. 

 
 
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 
 
Service Times : Sunday services in the Sanctuary at 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM and 11:00 AM, Awakening Service times are 10:30 AM Sunday Mornings 
in the Soul Garage.  Children’s Sunday Hide and Seek is at the ministry Center from 9:25AM-10:25 AM.. Nursery is available for infants 
through 36 months in the main church for all services.  

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 

February 2013 

February Announcements 

tel:715-418-9761

